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My presentation focuses on twentieth century Ho-Chunk history and cultural performance
through an examination of the Stand Rock Indian Ceremonial, a historical pageant attended
by thousands of tourists every summer in Wisconsin Dells, WI from the 1920s through the
1970s. The Stand Rock Indian Ceremonial helped transform the town of Wisconsin Dells in-
to a major tourist destination, and generations of Ho-Chunk families—including my own—
made a living during the summer months performing dances for tourists at the Stand Rock
Indian Ceremonial site by night, and displaying other cultural activities at the nearby Pipe
Dyer Trading Post by day. Drawing upon an important visual archive of photographic images
and film reels, I explore the complexities of cultural performance, modern labor, and the
ongoing legacies of settler colonialism through the experiences of Ho-Chunk people
performing Indigeneity within the contact zone of twentieth century Wisconsin. Particular
attention is given to privileging the perspectives of the Indigenous people captured in the
frame and the ongoing meaning that this visual archive has to our understanding of
Ho-Chunk identity, the various ways Ho-Chunk people sought to make a living in the
twentieth century, issues of representation, tourism, and survivance.
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