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As stated in our vision statement, the Department of Ethnic Studies at UCSD engages the fundamental theoretical and political questions regarding the critical conceptualization of social categories, particularly race, indigeneity, culture, ethnicity, gender, sexuality, class, and nation.  This class focuses on how to rethink these questions in a comparative, relational, and interdisciplinary fashion.  Although the course title is “interdisciplinary methods in ethnic studies,” the class is fundamentally about epistemology—about disciplinarity, representation, and knowledge production.  Moving away from the invisibility-to-visibility model, which structures visibility as the penultimate goal, our task is to call attention to the “minority” as unstable, unrepresentable, and unbelonging subjects who make transparent and thus destabilize the ideological investments of institutionally sanctioned disciplines. 
Week 1: Jan. 8 -- Introduction to the course

Week 2: Jan. 15 – About Marks and Traces: The Methodology of Haunting
Avery Gordon.  Ghostly Matters: Haunting and the Sociological Imagination.  University of Minnesota Press,1996.

Week 3: Jan. 22 – Culture and Media: Intertextuality, Conjunctures, and Convergences
Melani McAlister. Epic Encounters: Culture, Media, and U.S. Interests in the Middle East since1945 Updated Edition, with a Post-9/11 Chapter.  UC Press, 2005.

Week 4. Jan. 29 – The Postcolonial: Feminism, Marxism, and Psychoanalysis
Ann McClintock.  Imperial Leather: Race, Gender and Sexuality in the Colonial Contest.  Routledge, 1995.

Week 5.  Feb. 5 – Queering Sociology: Queer of Color and the Critique of Liberal Capitalism
Roderick Ferguson.  Aberrations in Black: Toward a Queer of Color Critique.  
Week 6.  Feb. 12 – Critical Anthropology: Public Policies, Representation, and Statistics
Charles L. Briggs, with Clara Mantini-Briggs.  Stories in the Time of Cholera : Racial Profiling during a Medical Nightmare.  UC Press, 2003.
Week 7.  Feb. 19 – Cultural Anthropology: Time, Space, and the Politics of Remembering

Lisa Yoneyama.  Hiroshima Traces: Time, Space, and the Dialectics of Memory.  UC Press, 1999.  
Week 8.  Feb. 26 -- Comparative and Relational: History, Memory, and Performance
Rachel Buff.  Immigration and the Political Economy of Home: West Indian Brooklyn and American Indian Minneapolis, 1945-1992.  UC Press, 2001.

Week 9.  March 4 – Performance Studies: The Archive and the Repertoire
Diane Taylor.  The Archive and the Repertoire: Performing Cultural Memory in the Americas.  Duke, 2003.

Week 10.  March 11 – Racial Knowledge: The “Racial” in Post-Enlightenment Conditions

Denise Silva.  Toward a Global Idea of Race.  University of Minnesota Press, 2007.  

